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INTERNET SAFETY, IDENTITY THEFT WORKSHOP COMES TO HAMILTON 
MISSOULA —
Montanans of all ages, particularly children and senior citizens, need to be aware of how 
to safely use the Internet.
The Federal Trade Commission reports that nearly 10 million Americans were victims of 
identity theft in 2003, and a number of cyber-predators were arrested recently in Missoula for 
attempting to solicit sex from minors. Additionally, one in 33 children has received an aggressive 
solicitation to meet a stranger online. In response to these facts, a town hall meeting will be held 
at the Hamilton High School Commons Room at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 15.
Hamilton Public Schools Superintendent Duane Lyons said, “Our district is committed to 
giving students and parents the skills they need to stay safe online because many just don’t 
realize how vulnerable they are. I have children of my own, and Internet crime statistics are 
startling and disturbing. It can and does happen here in Montana.”
The event is sponsored by Hamilton High School, i-Safe America and the U.S.
Department of Justice COPS in Schools grant at UM’s Division of Educational Research and 
Service. Additional sponsors include Internet Connect Services and the Montana Auditor’s 
Office. I-Safe America is a nonprofit, government-funded Internet safety foundation.
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The meeting will include a presentation by John Tarr, the state’s chief investigator for 
identity theft issues specific to senior citizens. Ann Minckler, an Internet Safety expert from 
DERS, also will discuss strategies to help children and parents have safe Internet experiences. 
Minckler has extensive experience providing technology training to students and teachers. 
Additionally, representatives from the FBI’s Montana Cyber Crimes Task Force and the Ravalli 
County Sheriffs Office will speak about recent cases in Ravalli and Missoula counties.
Rick van den Pol, director of DERS at UM, said this training is part of a series of similar 
events his group is hosting across Montana, thanks to Congressional support.
“This project is just one aspect of our safe schools work at DERS, and our partnerships 
with school police officers are very important” van den Pol said. “The number of children in the 
U.S. who regularly use the Internet is expected to raise to 77 million by next year. Education on 
these issues simply can’t wait.”
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